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1. This written opinion is the *"" st 



(first, etc.) drawn by this International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



2. This opinion contains indication* relating to the following items: 
I [ x| Basis of the opinion 
j | Priority 

j xj Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
J j Lack of unity of invention 



II 
III 
IV 

V 



p^j Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(aXii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 
VI j j Certain documents cited 

VII | | Certain defects in the international application 
VIII [ x| Certain observations on the international application 

S. The applicant is hereby invited to reply to this opinion. 

When? See the time limit indicated above. The applicant may, before the expiration of that time l i mit, request this 

Authority to grant an exten s ion., oce Rule 66 .fl(d). 

How? By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where appropriate, by amendments, according to Rule 66.3. 

For the form and the language of the amendments, see Rules 66.8 and 66.9. 

Also For an additional opportunity to submit amendments, see Rule 66.4. 

For the examiner's obligation to consider amendments and/or arguments, see Rule 66.4 bis. 

For an informal communication with the examiner, see Rule 66.6. 
If no reply is filed, the international preliminary examination report will be established on the basis of this opinion. 

4. The final date by which the international preliminary 

examination report must be established according to Rule 69.2 is: g8 SEPTEMBER 2001 . 
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Vm. Certain observations on the international application 



The f ollowing observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawing or on the question whether the claims are fully 

supported by the description, are made: 

The description is objected to under PCT Rule 66.8(a)(v) as lacking clarity under PCT Article 6 because it fails to adequately 
enable practice of the claimed invention because: the description fails to provide an enabling disclosure for claims that are drawn 
to "all" possible mammalian or human "snorfSS" receptors. The description i. enabling for an isolated nucleic acid comprising 
the polynucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:5. encoding the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:6, and a method of identrfying 
compounds t h ° at binA \ 0 sai d polypeptide. The disclosure of the polynucleotide of SEQ ID NO:5 and the encoded receptor doe. 
not enable the skilled artisan to make and use all possible mammalian and human snorfSS receptors. 

Claims 1-5 16-17, 1-86. 88-SS, 85-37. 45-46. 108. 1 18-1 19, 66-67. 77-96, 99-101 and 180-168 are objected to as lacking clarity 
under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(v) because practice of the claimed invention is not enabled as required under PCT Rule 5.1(a) tor the 
reasons set forth in the immediately preceding paragraph. 
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Continuation of: Boxes I - VIH Sheet 11 

The opinion as to Industrial Applicability was positive (YES) with respect to claims none. 

The opinion as to Industrial Applicability was negative (NO) with respect to claims 1-9, 16-17, 19-25, 28-32, 35-39, 42, 45- 
46, 66-72, 77-87, 88-97, 99-102, 118-154. 159-168 . 

V. 2. REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): 

defined by PCT Article 33(4). The polynucleotides and the polypeptides of instant claims are "orphans M in that no known 
biological activity has been attributed to them. There is little doubt that, after complete characterization, the instant 
polynucleotide of SEQ ID NO: 5 and the encoded protein may be found to have a specific, substantial and credible utility. 
Thus, further characterization, is part of the act of invention and until it has been undertaken, the claimed invention is 
incomplete. The instant claims are directed to polynucleotide encoding a human SNORF33 receptor and methods of 
identifying compounds that bind to said receptor, however, there is no biolo^cal function or significance for these 
polypeptides or the polynucleotides encoding them, therefore, compounds thatblhxrio said receptor would have no biological 
significance or utility. The description indicates that instant h SNORF33 receptor is an orphanJ3j)rotein coupled receptor, but 
there is no disclosure ad to the biological significance or any functional characteristics oHhis receptor and the polynucleotide 
encoding it. Until some actual and specific significance can be attributed to the claimed polynucleotide and the encoded 
receptor, the instant invention is incomplete and does not possess industrial applicability. Since the description does not 
disclose a credible and "real world" use for the hSNORF33 receptor or the nucleic acid encoding it or compounds that bind to 
it, the claimed invention is incomplete and does not have industrial applicablity. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 
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